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It’s that time again... it’s MARCH MADNESS aka the big dance! The single elimination tourna- 
ment is held each spring featuring 65 college basketball teams in the United States. The tour- 
nament takes place over 3 weeks at sites across the U.S. and the national semifinals (the Final 
Four) has become one of the nation’s most prominent sports events. 
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History of the Tournament 

By Chadd Rivera 

Since the tournaments inception in 1939, it has built a legacy in sports that is almost unmatched. The month of March is full of dynasties and 
dramatic underdog stories, big time flops and story book legends. Over the years the tournament has been through many transformations in 
bracket size, many different locations and many different winners (35 different teams to be exact). Needless to say the NCAA tournament has 
a memorable history. 



Format History 

In 1939 the NCAA tournament consisted of only eight teams. In 1951 the teams doubled to 16. The field of 64 was originally introduced in 
1985 and today’s current tournament consists of 65 teams. 



Winners 

Oregon was the first winner of the NCAA tournament over Ohio State. It wasn’t until the 1 946 season for a team to win twice, Oklahoma State 
won back to back in 1945 and 1946. In 1966 Texas Western was the first all black team to win the tournament. From 1967-73 UCLA won an 
unheard of seven straight national titles, no other team has won more than two in a row. UCLA has won eleven overall followed by Kentucky 
with seven. 



Host Cities 

Five cities have hosted the final four twice. Louisville, Kentucky has hosted the final four six times and New York, New York seven times. 
Kansas City, Missouri hasn’t hosted the final four since 1988, but still holds the record hosting ten final fours. 

I 1 

Thank you to our sponsors below for donating prizes for our March Madness competition (pg. 6)! 

Red Bridge 
Cinema 

11118 Holmes Rd. 

Kansas City, MO 64131 

( 816 ) 942-8901 



Need a Good Kick? 
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If you've been on die sit, now’s the time to get fit, 
at South. Kansas City’s leading fitness center. It's 
a kick at BENE-FU Health & Fitness. Bring this 
ad and ask for the Avila Student FREE enrollment 
special for March. 
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High Hopes for Kansas Fan 



By Brianna Lantsberger 

The life of a Kansas Jayhawk fan isn’t 
always easy, especially living in the state 
of Missouri. You can only imagine the grief 
I catch, but being a fair weather fan is just 
not in my make-up. Although my Jayhawks 
have beaten both rivals, Missouri University 
and Kansas State University, 
this season each two times 
(it had to be said), it’s the big 
game jitters that usually do us 
in. We are all aware of the 
early exits that have ended 
the last two seasons for KU. 

Despite all of this, we’re back 
for another tourney and losing 
to a mid-major that starts with 
the letter “B” is not going to 
happen this year. All of you 
Jayhawk doubters write it 
down, I am guarantying that 
we will make it to the second 
round this year. Here are my 
reasons why, I dare you to 
argue! 

Say what you want 
about Oral Roberts and 
DePaul, but both of those 
games were very early in the 
season, and both teams are 
now in the hunt for a tournament bid. If you’ve 
been watching college hoops lately you’ll notice 
that most of the top seeded teams have been 
descending down the ladder to end the regular 
season. For example, the returning champs, 
the Florida Gators have lost not one, but two 
games against conference opponents not 
even expected to make the tourney. Another 
powerhouse, the North Carolina Tarheels, 
have also lost a bit of gusto, dropping a couple 
late in conference play. Kansas, on the other 



hand has been very quietly tearing through the 
Big XII, on their way to yet another conference 
championship. Not to jinks my boys (knock on 
wood), but if all ends as planned, KU will put 
their 50 th conference title up in the rafters at 
Allen Fieldhouse. That’s 50 titles in 100 years 
of existence, more conference championships 
than any other school in history. That’s a little 



something I like to call TRADITION. Some 
like to doubt the Big XII, it’s even rated near 
last by many of the “experts” in terms of 
strength. However, the Big XII has had two 
teams ranked in the top 10 the entire season 
and features Kevin Durant, who is expected 
to be named the player of the year, and more 
than likely the top pick in next year’s NBA 
lottery. Also, with big named coaches such 
as Bobby Knight and Bob Huggins, the Big XII 
might not have the flashiest teams to watch, 



but I would suggest taking them serious come 
tournament time. 

Kansas, currently ranked #3 in the polls, 
is well on their way to getting a #1 seed for 
the “big dance.” The top ranked seeds have 
never; let me say that again, they have never 
lost to a 16 seed in the first round (88-0). This 
little statistic could be the one psychological 
lift that the Jayhawks need to 
keep marching along. Even 
without the #1 seed, KU has 
a great chance of making this 
season very special. Look at 
their line-up: Brandon Rush, 
hometown kid, the leader 
and possible nominee for 
national player of the year; 
Julian Wright, a gifted athlete 
with mad passing skills for a 
big man; Mario Chalmers, a 
coach’s son, leads the league 
in steals and is counted on to 
take the “big shot”; Russell 
Robinson, the general on the 
floor who does all the little 
things that get overlooked; 
Sasha Kaun, the big man in 
the middle who continues to 
improve every game. With 
two of the best freshman in 
the country coming off the 
bench, Sherron Collins and Darrell Arthur, 
two more reasons not to blink when watching 
these boys in action. 

Beyond all the doubts, I have to say 
Kansas, as usual, is picked to take it all. You 
can’t ask me to bet against my team. Unbiased 
though, the talent is there, it’s time to see if 
Bill Self can so something Roy Williams never 
did, and that’s bring a championship to the 
sunflower state. ROCK CHALK JAYHAWK, 
KU!!!!!!!!! 




Controversy leaves Dickie V. tongue-tied 

By Mike Bianchi 

The Orlando Sentinel (MCT) 

There is but one affliction Dick Vitale dreads more than laryngitis. There is but one phobia he has that far outweighs his fear of not being 
heard. And that is his fear of not being loved. 

Vitale, more than any other broadcaster, is addicted to adoration. And this is why his gaffe on a Knoxville, Tenn., radio station on the eve 
of Tuesday night’s game between Florida and Tennessee must have been so distressing to him: Because Dickie V., for perhaps the first time 
in his career, actually said something controversial albeit unintentionally. 

Vitale, ESPN’s color analyst for the Florida-Tennessee game, was on a Knoxville radio show Monday via cell phone from a restaurant 
near his home in Sarasota. One problem: Vitale didn’t realize he was on the air as he carried on a conversation with some buddies at the 
restaurant. (continued on page 5) 
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Chadd Rivera’s 
#1 Pick 



WHO TO LOOK FOR: 

Florida-the easy pick. The defending champs with all five 
starters back, have more hands down talent than any other team, 
(besides Kansas), but after taking the title last year and losing 
a few recently, I have to wonder if the motivation is still there. 

North Carolina- This team is not what it was a few 
years ago when they won it all. Roy’s boys will have some 
highlights, but are too young and inexperienced to take 
the crown this year, but look for them next season. 

Wisconsin- A very good team, but recently hasn’t 
proved themselves. Conference tournament needs to give 
them a spark before entering the real thing. Right now, I 
don’t see them getting past the first round of 16. 

Ohio State- Turning into a real force to be reckoned 
with. If Greg Oden can stay out of foul trouble and 
their shooters can knock down some key shots at 
key moments, they will be in the hunt for sure. 

UCLA- Has been consistently strong for the last two years. They 
have a great point guard and work well together as a team. 

Kansas- Pick your poison. With so many skilled players, 
the opposing defense will struggle choosing who to focus 
in on. Their own weakness is that they get a little excited at 
key times and tend to be a little careless with the ball. If they 
keep their cool, we’ll be seeing them cutting down nets. 

SLEEPERS: 

Georgetown & Duke 

WINNER: 

Kansas- as usual, is picked to take it all! 

By Brianna Lantsberger 



March Madness 
comes into full swing, college 
basketball teams are scrambling to 
improve their standings for the NCAA tournament. 
Opportunities are running out for signature victories 
and some teams will have to win their conference 
tournaments to get in. The Final Four this year is being held 
in Atlanta, GA and 65 teams will vie for the top four spots. 

My picks for reaching the Final Four are: 

Kansas, North Carolina, Ohio State, and Florida 

Anything can happen between now and the regional finals... 

Other notable schools include: 

Texas A&M, Wisconsin, Duke, and Southern Illinois. 

Of course every year there is a team that comes out of nowhere to 
advance deep into the tournament. Schools like Creighton, Missouri 
State, Oral Roberts, and Winthrop will try to be this year’s George 
Mason. The beauty of this tournament is that every year is 
different and there are always upsets and surprises. If you 
are a college basketball fan, get ready because all 
the Madness starts March 13th and ends with 
the championship game on April 2nd. 



from tli® (experts, 



CBS SportsLine. corn’s projections 

(Updated morning of Feb. 28, 2007) 

TOP FOUR SEEDS BY REGION 



Seed 


West 


Midwest 


East 


South 




UCLA 


Ohio State 


North 

Carolina 


Wisconsin 


“2“ 


Florida 


Washington 

State 


Kansas 


Texas A&M 


~T~ 


Southern 

Illinois 


Memphis 


Georgetown 


Pittsburgh 


4 


Duke 


Virginia Tech 


Southern 

California 


Nevada 



BUBBLE TEAMS 

Last four in: West Virginia, Old Dominion, Drexel, Alabama 
Last four out: Georgia Tech, Illinois, Oklahoma State, Georgia 



Dick' Vitale's Top 25 

(Feb. 26, 2007) 

11. Washington State 




1. Ohio State 


12. Nevada 


21. USC 


2. UCLA 


13. Southern Illinois 


3. Kansas 


14. Duke 


22. Michigan State 


4. North Carolina 


15. Louisville 


23. Winthrop 


5. Florida 


16. Notre Dame 


24. Texas 


6. Wisconsin 


17. Oregon 


25. Marquette 


7. Texas A&M 


18. Virginia Tech 

19. Butler 




8. Memphis 




9. Georgetown 

10. Pittsburgh 


20. Maryland 
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Greatest Cinderella Story in the History 
of the NCCA Tournament 



By Emily Hoskins 

The underdog, the little guy, the most 
talked about Cinderella story in college 
basketball history. It’s April 4 th , 1983 and 
the NCAA national championship game has 
arrived. Two teams, North Carolina State 
and Houston face off against each other, 
both waiting to seize the victory. NC State, 
the underdog, had to not only defeat North 
Carolina with Michael Jordan, but also the No. 
4 Virginia to even reach the NCAAs. They 
had a long fight through the tournament and 
finally were rewarded with the No. 1 seeded 
Houston for the national championship. 

The Houston Cougars were known for being 
immensely athletic and being able to sky like 
no team before. Houston’s Akeem Olajuwon, 
Clyde Drexler, Larry Micheaux, Michael 
Young and Benny Anders, were known as the 
high flyers on the team who helped Houston 
earn the nick name Phi Slamma Jamma’s. 

“We figure the team with the most dunks will 
win,” said 7-foot center Olajuwon, a native of 
Nigeria and the team’s focal point. Houston 
arrived at the Final Four and defeated the 
No. 2 nationally ranked Louisville by thirteen. 
Of the fifty-two teams invited to the NCAA 
Tournament, none appeared proficient enough 
to stop Houston. Playing the way they were 
playing they looked unbeatable, especially 
when paired against the unheralded NC 



State Wolfpack. NC States strategy was 
to make Houston beat them from the 
rim, their weakness, but the Wolfpack 
were still trailing 33-25 at the half. 

The Cougars came out of halftime 
with all guns firing and had continued 
to have the lead 42-35, but the 
Wolfpack was not through yet. When 
Houston started to go into a stall like 
offense, NC State began heating 
up and cut the lead to 52-48. With 
two minutes remaining, NC State 
coach Jim Valvano stepped up 
and did his job well. He ordered 
his players to foul Cougars 
guard Alvin Franklin who was 
a freshman at the time. In the 
clutch situation, he missed 
the critical front end of the 
one-and-one. NC State 
captured the rebound and 
stalled until the remaining seconds 
approached. In a scramble, Whittenburg, 
an NC State guard, grabbed the ball but could 
only heave a desperation shot from about 30 
feet as time wound down. The ball was just 
short of the rim but Charles, a 6-7 sophomore, 
stepped in front of Olajuwon, caught the ball in 
midair and slammed it through the basket with 
one second left on the clock. Wolfpack players 
and fans stormed the court when at the same 



time coach Valvano zipped through crowds of 
people, frantically looking for a player to hug. 
Of all things to defeat the Phi Slamma Jamma’s, 
it was a dunk. One desperation heave, one 
dunk, one unbelievable miracle. This was 
indeed one of the shots that made March mad. 



I (continued from page 3) 

During the conversation, 
Vitale claimed Florida basketball 
coach Billy Donovan told him “in 
confidence” NBA scouts were 
making “a mistake” if they drafted 
Joakim Noah ahead of fellow UF 
big man Al Horford. 

“He (Donovan) said, . . .There’s 
no way I’m taking Noah over 
Horford,”’ Vitale is heard telling 
his friends. It’s no secret Horford 
has had a better season than 
Noah, but it’s still volatile when 
the voice of college basketball 
(Vitale) says the hottest coach in 
college basketball (Donovan) is 
denigrating the most charismatic 
player in college basketball 
(Noah). 

Predictably, when Vitale found 
out his private comments had 
aired publicly, he went into 
full damage control and told 



the radio hosts he was “joking,” 
and that Donovan had made 
the statement about Noah and 
Horford “in jest.” 

Donovan says he never made 
the comments at all. When asked 
about Vitale’s assertion on a 
media teleconference, Donovan 
said: “I’m not going to comment 
on something I didn’t say.” 

I don’t know what Billy D. told 
Dickie V., but what I do know 
is this: I wish Dickie V. would 
talk to his audience like he talks 
to his buddies in a restaurant. 
After hearing his candid private 
conversation, I want more Dick 
Vitale, less Schtick Vitale. It’s a 
shame we so seldom get to hear 
what he really thinks, because the 
fictional Dickie V. drowns out the 
knowledgeable Dick Vitale. 

In private, Vitale is heard 
strongly telling his buddies at 



the restaurant: “I’ll take Horford 
over Noah.” In public, when 
asked the same question by the 
Knoxville radio hosts, he fudges 
by answering, “I love 'em both. 
That’s like arguing who do you like 
, Willie Mays or Mickey Mantle?” 
In his zeal to be beloved, Dickie V. 
won’t tell us what he really thinks 
for fear of offending someone. 
I’ve always said he’s more 
publicist than analyst. You’re 
probably thinking, “Hey, Bianchi, 
who are you to criticize Vitale? 
He’s a giant in the profession. He 
doesn’t need the acceptance of a 
sports columnist in Orlando.” But 
you’re wrong. He not only needs 
my acceptance, he craves it. 

A couple of years ago, I 
wrote a brief item accusing 
Vitale of “shilling for anybody 
who’s ever coached or played 



college basketball.” A couple of 
days later, he left the following 
message on my office voice mail: 
“Michael Bianchi, Dickie V. here 
trying to get a hold of you, man. 
Your dome looks like mine, baby. 
What’s a paisan like you doing 
ripping a paisan like me? Are you 
kidding me? We’re supposed to 
stick together, baby. Let me come 
to Orlando and buy you a nice 
Italian dinner, and we’ll talk about 
this.” 

See what I mean? He wants 
to be loved by coaches, players, 
fans, even sports writers. And, 
frankly, it’s hard not to love Dickie 
V.’s incredible persona. I just wish 
he had a credible opinion. 
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Merdh Madness 



NBA Draft Sets Age Limit 

“The player (A) is or will be at least 19 years of age during the calendar year in which the Draft is held, and (B) with 
respect to a player who is not an international player (defined below), at least one (1) NBA Season has elapsed 
since the player’s graduation from high school (or, if the player did not graduate from high school, since the 
graduation of the class with which the player would have graduated had he graduated from high school);”. 



“The new rule that says players must be at least one year removed from high school before entering the NBA is the worst 
thing that’s happened to college basketball since I’ve been coaching. Now you can have a kid come to school for a year 
and play basketball and he doesn’t even have to go to class. He certainly doesn’t have to go to class the second semester. I’m 
not exactly positive about the first semester. But he would not have to attend a single class the second semester to play 
through the whole second semester of basketball. That, I think, has a tremendous effect on the integrity of college sports.” 

~Bobby Knight (Head Coach at Texas Teach) 



The past two of four rookies of the year were drafted out of high school: The Cavaliers’ LeBron James was the 
2003-04 rookie of the year, while the Suns’ Amare Stoudemire won the award after the 2002-03 season. 



“The rule is a good thing 
I because in high school 
, sports is all you care about. 



When you graduate high 
| school it’s the easy way out 
instead of trying to get a job. 
|They think it sounds good 
and don’t really consider 
I what they are giving up.” 
i Teresa Diebal 



Second Year Student 



“One would hope less injury 
I would occur if the athletes 
I weren’t straight out of high | 
school since the body is 
I done growing and the I 

. athlete can stress it more . 
without having to deal 
| with adolescent injuries.” | 

Ruthanne McCreary 
Avila Athletics 

L J 



“The rule is a bad thing 
because they don’t have it for 
certain sports like tennis and 
golf. It also just so happens that 
basketball has the most Africa 
Americans. Some of these 
guys come from poor families 
and could really use the money 
they get from going pro.” 

Tavan Sills 

Third Year Student 

L J 




m McCarthy 

AUTO CROUP 

675 N. Rawhide 
Olathe, KS BOOS1 

913 - 324-7200 



March madness 



Rules: 

1. All brackets to be considered in competition must be received by 
9:00am March 15th. 

2. Brackets are to be turned into Joe Snorgrass’ mailbox located in 
Dallavis. 

3. Any bracket turned in incomplete or without name will not be 
eligible to win. 

4. There will be one winner for both the male and female brackets. 
Both will receive prizes. 



1st Prize winners of both the Men’s and 
Women’s brackets will each receive TWO 
Red Bridge Cinema passes and a 2 week 
membership to Benefit Health Club. 



Thank you Red Bridge Movie Theatre 
and Benefit Health Club for 

donating the prizes for the March Madness competition. 
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2007 NCAA Division I Men's Basketball Championship 
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